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CURSION. / NEWS SHEET 
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Meeting ~ 


Meeting 8th FEBRUARY 1980: NOTE CHANGE OF DATE. Dr. Brian Smith - 
: "Australian Land.& Freshwater Snails." 
Excursion 9th DECEMBER: 9.30 asm. from Crockers to go to Mt. 
_ Beckworth. Lunch at Beckworth. 
‘Excursion 3rd FEBRUARY 1980: Coastal - Leader Miss M. White. Leave 
Crockers Coxner 9. 20 aem. Meet at Auglesea Hall in Me 
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President: Mr. R. BORCH Phone 42 8630; Meetings, as vapeciied: ere held In the Administrat- 
ton Building of the Schoo! of Mines end Industries, 
Vice-Presiden}: Mr. G. BINNS Phone 32 3670; _ Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


Secretory: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 312210; .  —-_. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Es CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT ond ARMSTRONG STREETS, 
Treesurer: Mr. 5S. REYNOLDS. Phone 327721 BALLARAT, AT 9.30.am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 


Editor: Mrs. B. GRAY. Phone 32 2130 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. * 


NEW MEMBERS: New members to «join us at the October meeting 
were Mrs. Glenda Gaylor, Mrs.*Winifred Lade and hr. David 
Lade. At the November meeting Mrs. Alice Vanstan and hr. 
Keith Vanstan were enrolled. We welcome these new members, 
and wish them a long and happy association with the Club. 


NOMINATIONS for Office Bearers for 1980 are to be handed in at 
the meeting on Sth ASSERT 1980. Annual heeting Friday 7th 
March 1980. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRESIDENT: Leonie Crouch and Rob. Borch 
are getting married on December 15th. 

- Rob, our President, has been a member of the Club-a little 
over three years and in that time he has put ina Breet deal of 
work on our behalf. 

In return, and on behalf of the members of the Club, I 
should like to offer Leonie and Rob. our very best wishes for 
their future happiness. 
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REPTILES FROM THE BALLARAT AREA, 


The series of excellent slides that were shown at the last 
meeting of the Ballarat Field Naturalists Club enabled Peter 
Robertson to give a very detailed and visual account of the 
reptiles found in a 50 kilometre radius of Ballarat. Examples 
seen represented the thirty-five species found in this area 
which accounts for one third of all reptiles natural to Victoria. 


This Ballarat area has habitats that are quite varied and 
contrasting: the open basalt grasslands to the west and the wet 
sclerophyll forests mostly typical of the warm and cool temperate 
zones of Victoria. One habitat that is disappearing is the swamp 
lands which, probably through deliberate draining has reduced the 
numbers of one species of skink. ’ 


The different species identified on the slides are: 


tortoise - 1 variety 

snakes <- 7 varieties 

lizards - blue tongue - 2 varieties 
skinks ~- 17 varieties 
goannas - 1 variety 


dragon lizards°- 3 varieties 
legless lizards - - 2 varieties 
geckoes - 2 varieties 


Two of these species are arboreal having developed long toes 
to enable their tree climbing habits ~ the arboreal skink 
(Spencer's skink) and the tree goanna which lays its eggs in 
termite mounds. These are found in the dry sclerophyll forests. 


Other interesting differences in the species are that some 
reptiles are viviparous (bringing forth young alive) and others 
lay eggs, oviparous; the number of young varies from 2 by the 
stumpy tail lizard, and up to 30 by larger snakes. The eggs 
laid by the reptiles have soft shells which absorb moisture 
from the surroundings and so protect the developing species. 
The locality for the eggs is also varied; some are laid in 
burrows, in termite mounds, under leaf litter and between rocks. 
Always there needs to be an optimum temperature to guarantee 
survival. 


One fact Peter Robertson informed us was that all erie 
are now protected but no publicity has been made to enforce this. 


The group discussion that followed the well received talk 
continued with many of the club members gente Ebuting with field 
observations and some slides. 
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OBSERVATIONS FROM CLUNES SWAMPS AND FELLS pate 


By October 27th, the day of the Club excursion to Fells 
Gully and Clunes Swamps, nesting was well under way and the 
five members who spent a busy time recording experienced a most 
rewarding day. The prevailing conditions have proved ideal for 
nesting and on subsequent visits many additional records have 
been made. Much movement was evident on the 27th, and fifty 
species were recorded within two hours at the Gully. This area 
is undoubtedly an excellent combination of habitats capable of 
attracting and supporting a wide range of species. It is 
obviously a valuable corridor from the drier country to the 


north. Six species were recorded nesting and there were many 
signs of nesting behaviour from others. : 


The Swamps also are proving their worth this Spring. 
Ample water has raised the perimeter to the dam in the 
northern precinct of Merin Merin, providing excellent feeding 
grounds for the water fowl present. Thirty five species were 
recorded here and on more recent visits by small parties of 
‘members additional sightings have been made. Large flocks of 
marsh terns, nankeen night herons (40), corellas, have added 
interest. Nine species have been recorded nesting to date, 
-with silver gulls, swans, white-necked herons, little pied 
cormorants, swamp hens and black duck nesting in numbers. If 
‘time were available to work the whold area many more records 
would surely be made. — : 


Survival rate of eggs and young birds in the Swamp 
breeding ground appears to be higher than in the neighbouring 
‘woodlands. Be eres ‘eh; 

And there are always the special moments to recall - 

_ forty nankeen herons wheeling overhead with the sun light 
striking their beautiful plumage; a diamond firetail carrying 
a stalk of dry grass some ten times its own length; a 
surprising lone elegant parrot; the beautiful scraffiti 
“markings of a white browed babbler's egg; the forst rainbow 
bird for the season - and so on !! © . 


- Contributed by Greg. Binns. 
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W.V.F.N.C.A. WEEKEND AT NEISON October 1979. Edna and I 
spent a few days after the meeting at Nelson on various 
expeditions round the area. One trip was to the Bulby Ranges 
Forest Park. ee joeiy is wre 
' After lunch we walked to the lookout tower where: after 
surveying the area we found 2 flower stalks of the Metallic 
Sun Orchid (Thelymitra epipactoides), one, being quite straight 
‘with 25 flowers, the other twisted and bent. Speaking to Dr. J. 
Willis later, he was quite interested as A. €. Beuglehole lists 
it as not likely in Nelson Area, and very rare. The only 
flowering he knows is e small area about 12:km north of. © 


Dar MOOD OV reso enw ey: Contributed by Peter Fry. 
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BEN MAJOR EXCURSION © 


' ** Quite a large contingent of over thirty people spent a 
most pleasant day under ‘the ‘guidance of Betty Millar and Ivan 
Tiley, whose vast knowledge of the area was much appreciated. 
Some lads from Iangi Kal Kal ‘also came along with a super- 


_visor to share the day's outing. ' 


What ‘a wonderful variety of plants and flowers we were 
shown. Along Big Hill Track were Daviesia mimosoides (Blunt 
leaf bitter pea), Goodenia lanata with its gay golden pansy 
flowers, Pimelea, masses of the lovely little bright blue 
Squills and dainty Boronia nana, various Orchids including 
the Musky Caladenia, Pink Fingers, Pigmy Caladenia, the beaut— 
iful Bronze Caladenia iridescens, several Sun Orchids - 
Thelymitra ixioides, T. pauciflora, T. antennifera, T. rubra, 
and T. aristata. Many blue Waxlips, Glossidia major, and a 
couple of pure white ones were seen. 


At one’ stop we found Chiloglottis gunnii (common Bird 
Orchid) in large numbers, the gorgeous little Viola ~ 
betinicifolia (showy violet), Pterostylis nutans (Nodding 
Greenhood), Indigophera australis and the very nice un-named 
holly-leafed Grevillea Ben Major form with green, pink or 
black flowers hanging by a fine thread under the branches. A 
plant of Grevillea alpina was also found. 


The main eucalypts in this area were Messmate and 
Peppermint, and on several Cherry ballarts Mr. Tiley pointed 
out the rubbings made on the bark by the sambar deer. A 
sleepy Koala caused much excitement and a couple of snakes 
were seen, to remind us to watch where we put our feet. A 
scorpion was also uncovered by a pudding "Harry Butler" type. 


As we climbed Big Hill the vegetation changed — here 
were Pultenea daphenoides and P. gunnii, Platylobiun 
obtusangulum, Oxalis (wood sorrell), two Whalenbergias, 
Kennedya prostrata, the gay little Running Postman, Dillwynia 
hispida (Red Parrot Pea), a beautiful Common Spider Orchid, 
the Fringed Spider Orchid and Hare Orchid - Caladenia 
patersonii, C. dilatata and C. menziesii respectively. 


We travelled on through a pure stand of lovely Candlebarks 
in a peaceful gully. The day was quite windy, but braving the 
elements were seen white-browed scrub wrens, blue wrens, 
crimson rosella, sulphur-crested cockatoos, scarlet robin, 
striated whistler, striated thornbill, rufous whistler, 
spotted pardalote, choughs, black-faced cuckoo shrike, white— 
plumed honeyeater, fuscous honeyeater, brown treecreeper, 
white-naped honeyeater, restless flycatcher, golden bronze 
cuckoo, and what day in the bush would be complete without 
the dear old kookaburra. Thank you Betty and Ivan for your 
helpful leadership. 
Contributed by Florence Williamson. 


LERDERDERG - BLACKWOOD EXCURSION 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24th LEADER F. HARRAP 


The party consisted of four carloads containing 15 people. 
Our departure was delayed while extra gumboots, raincoats and 
parkas were assembled, a fore-warning of the inclement 
weather ahead.. And rain it did - not heavy, but much too 
consistent for comfort. 


We turned south near Ballan, soon entered the Wombat 
Forest, and on into the Blackwood Ranges. There were some 
interesting side tracks — some of the names were Lousy, Rat. 
Hole, Gently Annie, Big Tree, Paradise, and Easter Monday 
Tracks. The foresters:had been burning off and in some places 
logs were still smouldering despite the fog and drizzle. 


First stop was in the Simmond's Reef area near Blackwood 
where we walked for an hour or so along a moist gully. Ferns 
were growing in profusion, and despite the wet, several birds 
including a rufous fantail, were observed. There were tiny 
leeches aplenty and we became expert at pulling them off each 
other. 


Early settlers had left their mark - am interesting - 
oppet mine, several mine shafts, and the name Water Race 
reek. As well, a number of blackberry and holly bushes were 


seen. Several plants were observed as «e returned along "Way 
Back Track No. 4". A bush pea was eruditely proclaimed to be 
Pultenaea muelleri variety reflexa. 


Next move was to Nolan's Creek Picnic area for lunch - 
still raining. Sandwiches were the order for the day, it just 
didn't seem worthwhile trying a barbeque. It was too wet and 
slippery to venture along another gully in which our leader 
had previously observed a profusion of birds. We had hoped to 
see a rose robin. So back to the picnic area to view the 
numerous birds there, and add to our bird list which included: 


erimson roselle golden whistier 

sulphur crested cockatoo rufous whistler 

grey fantail : brown thornbill 

rufous fantail white-naped honeyeater 
thrush white-eared honeyeater 
kookaburra . white-throated treecreeper 
yellow robin ena gang-gang cockatoo 
white-browed scrub wren flame robin 

chough - red=-browed finch 
fan-tailed cuckoo eastern shrike tit 


The plant list included: 
Ferns - maiden-hair, coral, necklace, fish-bone, fan fern, 
hard water fern, soft tree fern and bracken. 
Orchids - Bird Orchid and Musky Caladenia. 
Other plants identified were - Heath (Epacris impressa); Black 
anther flax lily (Dianella revoluta); Tasman flax lily (D. 
tasmanica); Trigger plant (Stylidium gramminifolium). There 
were also many tall blackwoods (Acacia melanoxylon), prickly 
woodrough, prickly star wort, violets, musk daisy bush, milk— 
maids and Hazel pomaderris. 


Despite the conditions, all present voted that the 
excursion had been well worthwhile, thanks to the preparations 
made by our leader Frank Harrap. It must have been disappoint- 
ing for Frank, who had visited the area on the previous two 
Saturdays (in perfect weather) to ensure that our visit was a 
success. _ 

: Contributed by Jack Netherway. 
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LEADBEATER'S POSSUM 


The story of Leadbeater's possum is a strange one. It 
was first "discovered" in 1867 from two already dead specimens 
in the collection of the National Museum in Victoria. The 
specimens had been collected somewhere on the Bass River which 
flows into Westernport. It was named after John Leadbeater, 
the taxidermist who prepared the specimens. 


In 1931 another specimen was discovered in the museun. 
It had been collected in 1909 at Mt. Wills in north-eastern 
Victoria. 


For 30-years nothing more was heard about the beautiful 
little possum, and most people thought it had become extinct. 


Suddenly in 1961, natural history circles were electrified 
by the news that live Leadbeater's possums had been found right 
on the edge of the road near the Cumberland Valley, not far 
from the popular resort of Marysville, just over 100 km east 
of Melbourne. 


They had been discovered during a spare-time mammal survey 
by Eric Wilkinson ~- a staff member of the National Museum. 


It is now known that this attractive, incredibly quick 
and agile small possum is in fact fairly common in some . 
forested parts of eastern Victoria and at heights between 
about 800 and 1100 metres. 


From "Wonders of Wildlife" ace Post TIER 


THE PRESIDENT and his committee extend to 
all members, families and friends Best 
Wishes for a Happy Christmas and a rere 4 


and Prosperous New Year. 
Happy Holidaying and a safe return. 


